
 

Facts About 30 SIDP Leaders 
 
In celebration of 30 Years of SIDP, the SIDP Nominations & Bylaws Committee would like 
to recognize the leaders within our organization. The successes and accomplishments of 
SIDP are because of the excellent, hard-working members who volunteer their time to 
serve.  
 
Leadership comes in many different forms, and can be found at all levels within SIDP 
including, but not limited to the board of directors, committee chairs, and task forces. 
While we are not able to highlight and recognize all of our leaders in this event, we want 
to thank all SIDP members and leaders for their dedication, time, and efforts to SIDP.  
 
Below is a list of 30 SIDP leaders and an opportunity for you to learn more about each 
of them as well as their SIDP leadership. SIDP leaders were asked to provide a 
professional accomplishment that they were proud of, why they chose to be an ID 
pharmacist, and a fun fact about themselves. All SIDP leaders are alphabetized by last 
name. In an effort to minimize duplication with another committee’s 30 Years of SIDP 
activity, past-presidents were excluded from this list. 
 
We hope you enjoy learning more about these SIDP leaders! 
 
SIDP Nominations & Bylaws Committee 
 
Wes Kufel (Chair) Jason Pogue (Board Liaison) Monica Mahoney 
Lindsey Childs-Kean (Vice-Chair) Lee Nguyen (DEI) Brian Potoski 
Cynthia Nguyen (Past-Chair) Karrine Brade Melissa Steenhoek 
Katie Parsels (Trainee)   

 



@JayCdoesID 

@OncIDPharmd 

 Jacinda Abdul-Mutakabbir, Pharm.D., MPH 
 
SIDP Leadership: 
• DEI Task Force 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
In terms of accomplishments, I am proud of being included in the European 
Congress of Clinical Microbial Infectious Diseases 30 Outstanding Young 
Scientists under 30 list. I am most honored to have been the only 
pharmacist represented, and the only Black woman included on the list. 
However, I am most proud of serving as the Lead Pharmacist and Clinician 
in the Loma Linda University Equitable COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics 
targeted to minoritized communities. We have successfully vaccinated over 
1,500 Black and Latino San Bernardino County, CA residents. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 

Choosing to be an ID Pharmacist continues to be one of the easiest decisions that I've made. I would have to 
credit my initial interest to my Infectious Diseases Professor, Dr. Dora Wiskirchen, her enthusiasm, and immense 
knowledge made me WANT to learn absolutely everything that I could about the topic. I continue to choose ID 
because of its impact on healthcare, I'm excited every day to navigate treatment strategies to improve patient 
outcomes. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I am a classically trained cellist and bassist.  I started with the cello, beginning training at 10 years old, and 
transitioned to the Upright bass when I was 16, where I was the first-string bassist in my high school's symphonic 
and jazz bands. I also played as a bassist in the Howard University Concert Band during my undergraduate tenure. 
 

Samuel Aitken, Pharm.D., MPH, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Guidelines Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
The trainees have made it for me. My first student went on to finish an ID 
fellowship and is now research faculty. I started and got a residency program 
accredited, now in its third year, and my past residents are doing amazing 
things with their careers. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
In all honesty, I really enjoyed the movie Outbreak and thought that infectious 
diseases was an awesome field way before I thought I would be an ID 
pharmacist. My mentor in pharmacy school, Jack Brown, pulled me into ID and 

after working on a few research projects and rounding with him, I knew that ID pharmacy was the career I 
needed. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I am married to an absolutely amazing physician scientist, Marisa Aitken. I can't imagine doing what I do without 
her support and encouragement every step of the way. 



@BarnerIDPharmD 

@BBookstaver_USC 

 
Amanda Barner, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I successfully completed the Harvard Catalyst Biostatistics certificate program 
last summer, which was a goal of mine for many years, and a challenge during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. I was also honored to be the first pharmacist member 
selected for the Medical Executive Committee at Cambridge Health Alliance. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I was instantly drawn to ID pharmacy because 1) microbes are fascinating 2) I 
love public health (and vaccines) and 3) ID touches every area of healthcare. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
In 2010, I traveled to Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Qatar, visiting over 20 
forward operating bases and combat outposts to support the US military over 

the winter holidays. I met some amazing troops, tried on a bomb suit, and flew in black hawk helicopters and C-
130 airplanes. 
 
 
 

P. Brandon Bookstaver, Pharm.D., FCCP, FIDSA, BCPS 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Secretary/Treasurer, 2016-2017 
• Chair, Publications Committee, 2013-2014 
• Chair, Program Committee, 2011-2012 
• Chair, Program Committee, 2010-2011 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I'm grateful we were able to start (nearly 10 years ago, actually) and sustain 
an ID PGY2 and Clinical Fellowship program.  Around that same time, we also 
launched the SERGE-45 research network. I'm also thankful to have received 
tenure from the University of South Carolina. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 

Infectious diseases and academia together are a perfect blend of critical thinking, problem solving, zero 
monotony, and offer an abundance of fun and interesting research opportunities.  I experienced this firsthand 
as a student at the University of South Carolina and as a resident at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
My favorite sports road trip is to Omaha, Nebraska for the College World Series, and I cannot wait for the 
Gamecocks to get back there to take the whole family. 
 



@not_that_CDC 

@kelechevarria 

Curtis Collins, Pharm.D., MS, BCPS-AQ ID, BCIDP, FASHP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Elections Committee, 2017-2018 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I think we'll all look back on our response as ID pharmacists to the COVID-19 
pandemic as a career accomplishment, one in which we can all be proud and 
tell our loved ones about years from now.  The collective ID pharmacy 
community made (and continues to make) a tremendous difference in patients' 
lives and cemented our valuable role as part of multi-disciplinary teams. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
ID pharmacy and antimicrobial stewardship combines multiple areas of interest 
for me where it's often easy to see the impact of our work both at the individual 

patient level, as well as, in larger contexts through organizational improvements and contributions to health-
policy and infectious diseases research. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
In my free time I am an avid college football fan, mediocre at-best golfer, and enjoy spending time with family 
including chasing around our little 4-year-old. 
 

Kelly Echevarria, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, BCIDP Committee, 2019-2020 
• Chair, BCIDP Committee, 2018-2019 
• Chair, Programs Committee, 2016-2017 
• Chair, Internet Committee, 2011-2012 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Training 21 PGY-2 Infectious Diseases residents whose success often exceeds 
my own and serving as the co-lead for the VA Antimicrobial Stewardship Task 
Force.  I believe my involvement with the task force has led to an increase in 
positions in Antimicrobial Stewardship across the VA (some with direct 
involvement) and greater organization between the ASP Champions at the 
various sites.  As of the most recent VA survey, 100% of VA facilities listed a 
designated pharmacy ASP Champion and 96% an ASP Provider champion. 

 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I was very interested in ID or Critical Care but when I was working as a contract Clinical Pharmacist at William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, I had the opportunity to work with an amazing military ID physician, who 
opened my eyes to the impact pharmacists can have in ID.  When I moved to San Antonio, I sought out Dr. 
Thomas Hardin, and stated I wanted very badly to be his ID resident.  Despite a very untraditional pharmacy 
path, he said yes, and changed the trajectory of my life. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you?  
I was in the army reserves and had to drop out of pharmacy school when activated for Operation Desert Storm, 
where I spent a semester in Saudi Arabia.  It put me behind a semester to graduate but a year to track in to the 



@geschena 

@idpharmd 

post-bac PharmD in San Antonio, so I elected to graduate and pursue a non-traditional PharmD, while serving in 
the contract role at William Beaumont Army Medical Center.  I also got Zika in Puerto Rico. 
 
 
 

Gregory Eschenauer, Pharm.D., BCPS 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Recognition Awards Committee, 2016-2017 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I am most grateful for my experience at 3 large academic medical centers. 
They are all very different institutions with excellent and unique 
stewardship programs, and this instilled in me the value in diverse teams, 
approaches, and being open-minded to 'we don't do that here' 
opportunities and suggestions. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
Actually, I interviewed for Psychiatry, Critical Care, Internal Medicine, AND 
ID residencies! I chose ID because I was impressed with the program at my 
PGY-1 site (University of Michigan) and was given the opportunity to stay 
on. 

 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you?  
I have French (dual citizen), German, and Russian ancestry and my wife is the daughter of Palestinian refugees. 
That makes our children...wonderfully complicated! 
 
 
 

Debbie Goff, Pharm.D., FCCP, FIDSA 
 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I started an antibiotic stewardship mentoring program for South Africa 
pharmacists now in its 10th year. Our success and its publication in Lancet 
Inf Dis led an appointment to the World Health Organization to implement 
ASPs in low middle income countries. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I started my career before PGY2 ID residencies. I worked on an internal 
medicine service run by an oncologist. I quickly realized most patients 
receive antibiotics and most didn't know how to select them. I made ID the 
focus of my practice. 
 

What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I have been invited to help implement ASP in hospitals across 6 continents. While I travel, I do photography. I 
immerse myself in the local environment and meet the people. I have narrated videos from local people who 
host me. 
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Alan Gross, Pharm.D., FCCP, BCIDP, BCPS 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Stewardship Committee, 2015-2016 
• Chair, Policy and Government Affairs Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Helping mentor the learners I have worked with and working with others to 
help move the profession forward through SIDP and other organizational work. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I was lucky to have two wonderful rotations as a P4 student that inspired my 
interest - an 8-week experience in Eldoret, Kenya and an ID rotation at 
University of Louisville Hospital. 
 

What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I have been roasting coffee for about 5 years and have a 1.5-year-old Cavapoo named Charlie. 
 
 
 
 

David Ha, Pharm.D., BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Website Committee, 2018-2019 
• Chair, Internet/Social Media Committee, 2016-2017 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Bore witness to the creation of an amazing PGY2 ID program at Stanford 
Health Care and a phenomenal soon-to-be-fully-fledged ID pharmacist: Dr. 
Emily Fox! 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
My ID interest stemmed from several years in the clinical laboratory working 
in clinical immunogenetics and microbiology combined with a love for the 
science of pharmacology.  The realization that ID was truly for me was seeing 

the broad impact that could be made on patient care in so many clinical areas and the opportunity to affect real 
change at a systems level. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I spend just as much time studying gardening as I do infections :) 
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Emily Heil, Pharm.D., MS, BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Treasurer, 2019-2020 
• Secretary/Treasurer, 2018-2019 
• Secretary/Treasurer, 2017-2018 
• Chair, Fundraising Committee, 2016-2017 
• Chair, Political Advocacy Committee, 2015-2016 
• Chair, Political Advocacy Committee, 2014-2015 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Being able to start a PGY2 ID Residency Program at my institution thanks to 
grant funding from SIDP to support our first year. We are about to graduate 
our fourth resident and I am so thankful to SIDP for making this happen!  I'm 
also very proud of the growing team we have built at the University of 
Maryland Medical Center - I think the value of the work of an ID pharmacist 

has been demonstrated here and allowed us to go from 1 to 4 in the last 5 years!   
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I wanted to be an ID pharmacist because I find HIV to be absolutely fascinating and think pharmacist can have a 
huge interdisciplinary role in HIV management.  But while on my way to focusing my training on ambulatory HIV 
I discovered that inpatient general ID management is just as fascinating as well. I love that our field isn't black 
and white, and we're presented with challenging puzzles on a daily basis. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I start a lot of hobbies but don't often see them through (ref: my short-lived stint as a banjo player until work on 
my Master’s degree took over). I love to travel and Australia is the only continent left on my list. I have made 
some of my best friends through SIDP! 
 
 

Betsy Hirsch, Pharm.D., FCCP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Research Committee, 2018-2019 
• Chair, Annual Report Committee, 2015-2016 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
As a translational researcher, I am proud of starting and maintaining 
independent research labs at 2 different universities. Throughout the last 10 
years since beginning my first academic position, I have had the honor of 
mentoring and precepting numerous trainees who have contributed their 
work to the ID literature and gone on to be successful clinicians and 
academics. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about 
you? 

I have a love for old homes and DIY home improvement projects! My current home was built in 1918 and we 
have slowly been tackling wallpaper removal, painting, and other projects to update it while still maintaining the 
character of the home. Most of our DIY skills have been self-taught--thanks YouTube! 
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Meghan Jeffres, Pharm.D., BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Board Member-at-Large, 2020-2021 
• Chair, Programs Committee, 2018-2019  
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Some of mentees are now big-time players in ID or their own specialty 
area. I'm super proud of being influential in their careers. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
So many moving parts - bugs, drugs, humans - it's constant problem solving 

and never dull. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
During the early months of pandemic I needed new weekend plans since seeing friends and family was not an 
option and I needed an escape from COVID or EAUs. My replacement was opal and jade hunting near my home 
town in Wyoming. The outdoors and new topic to learn about saved my mental health. 
 
 

Bruce Jones, Pharm.D., FIDSA, BCPS 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, SIDPEC Committee, 2020-2021 
• Chair, SIDPEC Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Establishing a pharmacist-led penicillin skin testing program was probably 
my greatest professional accomplishment because it was my first, and it was 
during a time when it was still a pretty unknown commodity in the hospital 
setting for pharmacists. Recently I was promoted to associate professor 
within the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy, which also was a 
personal milestone. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
Really, I fell into it. I always loved infectious diseases and it was something 

that came natural to me, but it took a lot of dominos to fall for me to end up where I am now. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I swim, workout, or play basketball almost every day and am a connoisseur of all things wine, beer, and coffee. 
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Julie Ann Justo, Pharm.D., MS, FIDSA, BCPS-AQ ID 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Board Member-at-Large, 2020-2021 
• Board Member-at-Large, 2019-2020 
• Chair, Fundraising Committee, 2018-2019 
• Chair, Fundraising Committee, 2017-2018 
• Chair, Recognition Awards, 2015-2016 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
One of my proudest professional accomplishments is being able to bring 
cutting edge evidence to my clinical practice and teaching, e.g. implementing 
vanc AUC monitoring as well as MALDI-TOF and multiplex PCRs into our 
health system and pharmacy curriculum back in 2014, implementing 
pharmacist-led PCN allergy assessment skin testing in 2018, and now 
performing beta-lactam TDM for select patients-just to name a few. In 

addition, seeing the amazing clinical pharmacists our past residency/fellowship trainees have become brings a 
huge smile to my face every single day. Lastly, the opportunity to bring SIDP expertise to new audiences with 
novel communications, such as the Breakpoints podcast, YouTube COVID-19 videos, and ever-expanding social 
media platforms, has been one of the most rewarding endeavors of my career. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
It was the most challenging and mentally stimulating area of pharmacy for me. As a trainee, I'd leave the ID 
topics for last when studying for an exam because they always gave me a huge boost of energy. This remains 
true today. As they say, do what you love and it feels less like work! 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
 
Many folks know I gave birth to twins, Helio and Runa, this past year, but fewer folks know that we're raising 
them on a 14-acre property in SC called Heron Home that we hope to turn into a farmstead full of animals, 
plants, and resources that we can live off of year-round. Currently, we've got a pond full of bass and brim, a new 
duck house for our five Buff Orpington ducks, two bee hives, three varieties of edible mushrooms, a garden with 
12 raised beds plus patches for strawberries, wildflowers, blackberries, and asparagus, and ~25 young fruit trees 
in our orchard. It makes for a fun break from the daily grind at the office! 
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Zahra Kassamali Escobar, Pharm.D., BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Publications & Podcasts Committee, 2020-2021 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I'm proud of my first CID paper on polymyxins. It was accepted for publication 
the same day my first kid was born. I joke that I delivered 2 babies that day. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
My dad told me to be a pharmacist. It was easier to go to pharmacy school than 
endure his nagging. I wanted to work in public health. I wanted to work in 
international development. I was interested in HIV and women's health. I love 
organic chemistry and microbiology. Catalyzed by inspiring mentors & Voila: ID 
Pharmacist. 
 

What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
Prefer to reveal my secret facts in-person in a post-pandemic world. 
 
 

Kristi Kuper, Pharm.D., BCPS, FIDSA, CMWA 
 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Policy & Government Affairs Committee, 2018-2019 
• Chair, Internet Committee, 2014-2015 
• Chair, Newsletter/Publication Committee, 2008-2009 
• Co-Chair, Newsletter Committee, 2007-2008 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud 
of? 
Attendee at the White House Forum on Antimicrobial Stewardship, 
having the opportunity to participate on National Stewardship 

Committees such as AHRQ, CDC, NQF, and The Joint Commission, being brave enough to move out of my comfort 
zone at various points in my career to try new things and gain new experiences. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I have always been fascinated by the evolution of microorganisms and how they continue to try to outsmart 
antimicrobials I have also enjoyed witnessing the sickest of patients become well again thanks to antimicrobials. 
Finally, the best part has been the people. I have always found ID practitioners, whether it be physicians, 
pharmacists, or ICPs to be some of the best, most collaborative caring individuals and recognize the value of a 
great team. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
The fun fact I always tell people is that I am the daughter of the Pancake Man (pancakeman.net). I also am the 
mom of a daughter who has Down Syndrome and twins - born within 2.5 years of each other. There is never a 
dull moment at my house! 
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Elizabeth Leung, Pharm.D., MSCI, BCPS-AQ ID 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Membership Committee, 2020-2021 
• Chair, Membership Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I was invited to be a part of the Ontario Provincial Science Table's COVID-19 
response (to provide input on the province's drugs and therapeutics 
guidelines for COVID-19), and I was a member of the inaugural Board of 
Pharmacy Specialties ID Specialty Council and was able to work with a great 
group of other ID pharmacist council members. 
 

Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I was inspired by a mentor I worked with during one of my first summer jobs as a pharmacy student. She was an 
amazing ID pharmacist (and she was also a longtime Canadian member of SIDP!) 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I'd love to go on sabbatical and experience ID pharmacy practice in another country (eg. Korea or France)! 
 
 
 

Monica Mahoney, Pharm.D., BCPS-AQ ID, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, SIDPEC Committee, 2016-2017 
• Chair, Inter-Organizational Committee, 2014-2015 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
First and foremost, challenging people to come up with witty presentation 
titles!  But also, more recently, bringing attention to the growing area of OPAT 
as a practice area for ID pharmacists.  Keep an eye on this area, it will continue 
to expand!   
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I despised ID during pharmacy school!  But during residency, my ID preceptor 
facilitated the rotation in a way that made it "click."  Many others shied away 
from this area, so I realized that if I could master this one domain, I could be 
a big asset to my colleagues.   
 

What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
English is my second language!  While I was born in Connecticut, my parents sent my older brother and I to 
school without speaking English.  Moj pierwszy jezyk jest Polski! 
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Erin McCreary, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Treasurer, 2020-2021 
• Chair, Publications & Podcasts Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
The personal and professional growth of all the residents and students I've 
trained and mentored. Leading UPMC's COVID-19 Therapeutics Committee 
and serving as the lead pharmacist for the REMAP-CAP COVID-19 trial over the 
past 18 months. Chairing SIDP's Publications and Podcasts Committee and 
launching Breakpoints-The SIDP Podcast 
 

Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I was initially pretty torn between oncology and infectious diseases because I love complex pharmacology and 
immunocompromised patient populations. Ultimately, I gravitated toward ID because of the ability to impact 
patients everywhere, collaborate with everyone across various healthcare settings, and deep-dive into PK-PD 
relationships and use that knowledge to optimize pharmacotherapy regimens. I also was really drawn to the 
people in the field (teachers, preceptors, and ID pharmacists I met as a student and resident)-- they were so 
awesome, smart, and passionate. I saw Jim Lewis give an ID-related talk at HOPA when I was a student and I 
knew I was more ID than onc after that! 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I am terrified of latex balloons (mylar ones are great, latex ones are awful) and I was born in Bangkok, Thailand. 
 

Krutika Mediwala Hornback, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership:  
• DEI Task Force 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I am most proud of resurrecting the ID PGY2 program at MUSC as RPD, as well 
as helping establish a stewardship program at my first job out of residency. 
Additionally, some others include PLS Speaker of the House, 2019 SCSHP Young 
Pharmacist of the Year, 2020 ACCP ID PRN New Practitioner Award, and being 
part of the inaugural SIDP DEI Task Force. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I have always been fascinated by infectious diseases and their impact on public 
health. My interest peaked when I read The Ghost Map by John Snow and felt 
myself engrossed in solving the mystery. This interest was nurtured by several 

important mentors who have and currently play a huge role in my professional and personal career. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I was born and brought up in India. Personally and professionally haha - I was diagnosed with Dengue fever 
after returning from an international rotation in Nicaragua during my fourth-year APPEs. Great conversation 
piece for residency interviews! I also have a YouTube channel with my husband where we document life as 
a multicultural couple :) 
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Cynthia Nguyen, Pharm.D., BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Nominations & Bylaws Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I'm really excited about the relationships I have built with the surgical teams 
at my institution. Over the past few years, we've been able to emphasize 
the importance of optimizing antimicrobial prophylaxis and collaborate on 
some cool projects together! 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
When I was a PGY-1 pharmacy resident, I was trying to decide between 
specializing in Cardiology or ID. I ultimately selected ID because I love the 
grey areas of practice, nuances of antimicrobial selection, and how much ID 

pharmacists can offer to the team! 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I love Swedish fish. 
 
 
 

Christina O’Connor, Pharm.D., BCPS 
 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Having precepted over 50 pharmacy residents, representing SIDP with co-
authoring an Insights paper on pharmacists in OPAT/COpAT, leading 
pharmacy residents to publish their research in high impact journals, and 
providing top of my license direct patient care for people needing 
treatment with antibiotics for serious, complex infections on a daily basis. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
Though I am PGY-2 trained in ID, for many years I actually practiced in 
other fields based on local job availability (heme/onc, transplant) and I 

am so glad that I was able to "come back" to Infectious Diseases recently, because it is my true clinical passion 
and a fantastic area to spend a career. Antimicrobials are probably the most important development in modern 
human history that has improved our collective health and life span. There is no more important pharmaceutical 
than antimicrobials to treasure and optimize their use. I think COVID-19 pandemic has shown that ID is truly the 
most all-encompassing medical specialty! 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I do not own a car and bicycle as my primary mode of suburban transportation. I have ridden across 2 states so 
far and my future goal is to do a trans-America by bike! 
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Keenan Ryan, Pharm.D., PhC 
 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud 
of? 
-Establishing a practice site in OPAT/COpAT as a Pharmacist Clinician 
where I function as a provider.  It has been rewarding to treat life 
threatening infections and see the patients improve clinically as I 
manage their treatment in clinic.  
-I am proud to have contributed to process in advocating for 
pharmacists as providers.  I assisted in the statewide campaign, as 
New Mexico Society of Health-System Pharmacists president, to get 
pay parity in NM for pharmacist.  I hope to continue this work while 

serving on the ASHP council on public policy. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I have always had an interest in Infectious Disease (growing up I remember reading Richard Preston's The Hot 
Zone  in middle school while others were reading Harry Potter).  When I researched careers in healthcare and 
discovered all the ways pharmacist improve patient lives, paired with the exceptional preceptors and training in 
ID at my home university, I knew I had found the profession for me. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I am an avid cyclist, board game player, and gardener. 
 

Douglas Slain, Pharm.D., BCPS, FCCP, FASHP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Auditing Committee, 2019 
• Secretary/Treasurer, 2013-2014  
• Secretary/Treasurer, 2012-2013 
• Chair, Political Advocacy Committee, 2010-2011 
• Chair, Political Advocacy Committee, 2009-2010 
• Chair, Political Advocacy Committee, 2008-2009 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
I am most proud of having a job that I love to do every day. In addition, I am 
extremely proud of the very successful PGY-2 ID Residency that I created and 

directed for almost 20 years, and the having had part in mentoring such outstanding ID pharmacists who 
completed the program. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
I have always been fascinated by both medications and pathogens. I can still remember making a diorama of a 
microscope with different bacteria (made with Play-Doh) for my 4th grade science fair. I also saved my V-Cillin-
K bottle from my strep throat infection at age 10 for some reason. I took all the tablets. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I think a few people know these things already. I travel a lot for work and/or fun. I have too many hobbies. Short 
list includes: playing ice hockey and brewing beer. I am also a pretty good father and husband (at least I think 
so). 



 
 

Jesse Sutton, Pharm.D., BCPS 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Auditing Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
Working with our antimicrobial stewardship team for over 5 years and the 
behavior changes we have observed - even if some of them are hard to 
measure. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
As an antimicrobial stewardship pharmacist, I get to do work each week that 
affects several different levels of healthcare: care of individual patients, 
institution-level pathways & workflows that affect many patients, and broad 
practice-related projects. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about 

you? 
I'm pretty boring, introverted, and regimented - it's been hypothesized I'm part robot. 
 
 
   
 

Vincent Tam, Pharm.D., BCPS-AQ ID, 
FIDSA 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Board Member-at-Large, 2016-2017  
• Board Member-at-Large, 2015-2016 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you 
are most proud of? 
My research resulted in a change in clinical practice: (1) 
change of piperacillin/tazobactam MIC interpretation 
to P. aeruginosa; (2) polymyxin B as the preferred 
polymyxin for most infections. 
 

Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
To make an impact on advancing medical care of our patients. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I was born in Hong Kong, but went to college in Singapore. 
 
 
 
 



@mveveID 

 
Keith Teelucksingh, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• DEI Task Force 
• Chair, Stewardship Committee, 2018-2019 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
In my two most recent roles I have been able to impact antimicrobial 
stewardship at a systems level rather than at a single facility. As a result of that 
experience, I was invited to Speak at ID week 2015 which is probably one of my 
proudest moments.   
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
Two reasons. One, the impact that ID pharmacists could have on both singular 
patient cases and overall hospital practice. Two, to aspire to be like my mentors 
at UCSF who were consummate professionals. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I am somewhat of an audiophile and have an addiction to early 90s distorted 
rock from England. Also, "back in the day" I was a DJ and played several parties 

and radio stations across the state of Florida. In fact I still own two turntables and hundreds of vinyl records. 
 
 
 

Michael Veve, Pharm.D., MPH 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• Chair, Fundraising Committee, 2019-2020 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
My most rewarding and proud moments involve my trainees, and seeing their 
development and achievements. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
As a PharmD student, I was enamored by the positive impact infectious 
diseases pharmacists had on aggregate patient care. I was also lucky enough 
to have great mentors to guide me along the way. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about 
you? 

I don't feel like I'm particularly interesting, but I enjoy vintage American and Japanese cars, identify as an old 
school hip-hop enthusiast, and love to experience craft breweries and explore new places with my dog. 
 



Juan Villanueva, Pharm.D., BCPS, BCIDP 
 
SIDP Leadership 
• DEI Task Force 
 
What are some professional accomplishments you are most proud of? 
The opportunity to serve as the antimicrobial stewardship expert for the 
Arizona Department of Health Services in collaboration with the University of 
Arizona College of Pharmacy was a great undertaking as I was the first to take 
on such a role.  Additionally, becoming an infectious diseases clinical 
pharmacist at Banner University Medical Center Tucson was a great 
accomplishment for me especially given the current climate. I have been able 
to play a small role in the care of many individuals both from a macro and micro 
perspective. 
 
Why did you choose to be an ID pharmacist? 
My mentors while I was completing my first-year pharmacy residency were a 

huge inspiration to me. They showed me just how valuable ID pharmacists are for institutions, medical teams, 
and most importantly improving patient care. Although I already had an interest in ID, their guidance and advice 
helped put my future career plans in ID into action. 
 
What is something that your fellow SIDP members may not know about you? 
I was born in Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico and a first-generation college graduate along with receiving a graduate 
level degree. Coming from a developing county, my drive and passion comes from helping underserved 
minorities that I know all too well. Throughout my career, I have been trying to give back to my communities 
that have helped me get to where I am today. 


